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Unit 19 Prize-giving day

About this unit

In this unit pupils will discuss speech making
and read a passage on speeches and prize-giving
days. They will study direct and indirect speech,
and write a formal letter of thanks.

Lesson 1 (Pupil’s Book pp. 147–148;

Workbook p. 46; Reader pp. 66–69)

Lesson aims

 Listening and speaking: Talk about speeches
and prize-giving day. Discuss how to make a
speech. Make a speech.

 Reading: Read a passage on speech and
prize-giving day. Answer questions on the
passage.

Resources

 Pupil’s Book
 Chalkboard
 Notebook

Listening and speaking
(Pupil's Book p. 147)

1. Start the lesson by asking pupils to look at
the pictures at the top of page 147 in groups.
What do they see? Ask them about their own
prize-givings – where they were held, who
attended and what happened. Then, as a
whole-class exercise, ask a volunteer from
each group to give feedback about what they
discussed in their groups. Use this as an
opportunity to write keywords that relate to
this theme on the chalkboard. Check with
pupils if they understand the meanings of
each of these words.

Reading (Pupil's Book pp. 147–148)

2. Read the text on pages 147–148 to the class
while the pupils follow in their books. Note
and explain the new words as they are
defined in the PB.

3. Read through the content at the beginning of
the comprehension exercise which details
the key elements of speeches.

4. Pupils must then individually complete the
comprehension exercise on page 148 of the

PB and write their answers in their
notebooks.

Answers
1. Yes. The strong points evident in this

speech: the use of 'we' rather than 'I'; the
speaker uses enthusiasm (e.g. '.our third
victory in a row'); the speaker’s thoughts
were organised logically; strong ending
('they will be beacons of hope and
success for their families'); not too long.

2. Yes. Examples: 'academic sphere',
'cultural terrain', 'inauguration'.

3. No, there is only one example of an
adjective. Examples: 'good'

4. Example: 'This was our third victory in a
row.'

5. 'They will be beacons of hope and
success for their families'. It is a strong
ending because it is enthusiastic, it
involves the audience and it is positive.'

Support (Reader pp. 66–69)

Pupils read the speech and answer the questions.

Answers
1. The speech used is formal. Some

examples from the text: 'excellence',
'recipients', 'resolute', 'utilised',
'appealed'.

2. Pupils’ answers for this question will
vary. Example answer: The government
is (and will continue to be) focused on
academic excellence. It does, however,
challenge all parties involved to keep this
focus. There are schools who are
performing very well under the current
system. However, as highlighted by
students and other parties, there are still
many areas of education in Nigeria that
need to be addressed by the
government and improved upon.

3. Pupils’ answers will vary, however the
points raised in the article make sense.

4. a) staff quarters b) outgoing c) aid
5) He said this because there are still many

structures and processes that need to be
put into place to improve education in
Nigeria.

Extension (Workbook p. 46)

Pupils do the word search puzzle in Exercises 1
and complete Exercise 2 that follows.
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Answers
1. Word search puzzle answers (please note
that there are 8 words in the word search and
not 7 as the question suggests):

z d i g n i t a r i e s

v t f k l s h n w a x c

s w a y i u a e s g m h

p e r f o r m a n c e o

e r e a z e b m c t a l

e u w c h a i r m a n a

c n e e o r s w e g t r

h s l p e e o w u q x s

n o l r x n u t r e w h

e r d i f a c n s a z i

n x t z s r n m t h o p

v a l e d i c t o r y o

2. a) speech b) chairman c) valedictory
d) dignitaries e) prize scholarship
f) performance; valedictory g) farewell

Lesson 2 (Pupil’s Book pp.148-149)

Lesson aims

 Listening and speaking: Listen to, learn
about, discuss and prepare to make
speeches.

Resources

 Pupil’s Book
 Chalkboard
 Notebook
 Extracts from well-known speeches

Starting off

1. Start the lesson by reading or playing for the
pupils extracts from a couple of speeches.
Suggestions: Mahatma Gandhi’s Quit India
speech (1942); Martin Luther King’s I Have
a Dream speech (1963); Nelson Mandela’s

Rivonia Trial speech (1964) or Ken
Saro-Wiwa’s Statement before Execution
(1995). Or you could read extracts from
Nobel Prize winner’s speeches and in so
doing keep to the prize-giving day theme.

Listening and speaking
(Pupil's Book p. 149)

2. Then read the content About speeches in the
box on page 149 of the PB while pupils
follow in their books. Make key word notes
about this content on the chalkboard, i.e.
recognise and salute dignitaries; thank
organisers/others; main message of speech
using cue cards; a speech is a performance:
include humour, use appropriate body
language; conclusion: quotation or summary
of main points; thank audience. Pupils can
copy your notes into their notebooks. Ask
pupils if the speech extracts you read or
played to them met the key requirements
listed in the About speeches box.

3. Pupils then work with their partners to
complete Exercise 1 at the top of page 149.

4. Then divide the class into groups so that they
can begin working on their speeches as
outlined in Exercise 2. Pupils should spend
the rest of the lesson preparing their
speeches and getting feedback from their
group members (probably groups of 3 or 4
would work best for this exercise).

5. Set Exercise 3 as homework and advise
pupils they will be expected to deliver their
speeches the next day. Tell pupils that part
of the exercise requires that they write cue
cards, and that you will mark these as well.

Lesson 3

Lesson aims

 Listening and speaking: Make a speech.

Listening and speaking

1. Break the class into new groups of 4 pupils
and tell them to each find a corner of the
classroom or a space outside the classroom
where they can say their speeches to one
another. Allow two thirds of the lesson for
this activity. Walk around and listen to the
speeches while the pupils are saying these to
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one another, and give feedback if and as
needed.

2. Then call the pupils back to the class and/or
their desks. Ask for volunteer speech makers
to say their speeches in front of the class. If
no one volunteers, randomly choose 3 pupils
to say their speeches.

3. Allow for 5 minutes at the end of the lesson
in which you give feedback to the class as a
whole about what they did well and what
they could improve on.

Lesson 4 (Pupil’s Book p.150; Workbook p.47)

Lesson aims

 Grammar: Learn more about direct and
indirect speech.

Resources

 Pupil’s Book
 Workbook
 Cartoon strips

Starting off

Start the lesson by revising the key aspects of
direct and indirect speech. Direct speech: use
quotation marks, normally uses the present tense.
Indirect speech: The verb changes to the past
tense; no quotation marks.

Grammar (Pupil's Book p. 150)

1. Then work through the content in the About
direct and indirect speech (questions) with
the pupils. Note for pupils that the key to
reporting questions (i.e. writing in indirect
speech)is to make a simple statement that
includes the word ‘asked’ as this will
indicate that what is being reported is a
question.

2. Ask pupils to break into groups and
brainstorm a few questions and then come
back into the class group and offer their
questions. Write these on the chalkboard and
then ask volunteers from the class to offer to
change them into reported/indirect speech.
Depending on how much time you have, you
can reverse the exercise: ask pupils to
brainstorm a few sentences that report on
questions that were asked, and then as a
whole-class activity, change these into

direct speech.
4. Pupils then do Exercises 1 and 2 on page 150

of the PB individually in their
notebooks.

Answers
1. a) James asked John if he would help

him write it.
b) The teacher asked the girls if they
were all ready for the big day.
c) Biodun’s mother asked her if she had
polished her shoes.
d) Ola asked Biodun if she would have to
make a speech too.
e) The headmistress asked if they had
made cue cards.

2. a) Mr Akin asked Alakia, 'Would you help
to serve tea?'
b) Oja asked his mother, 'Can I stay
up late?'
c) 'Is everyone ready?' asked the
teacher.
d) The girl enquired, 'What time does the
ceremony start?'
e) The conductor asked the choir, 'Are
you ready?'

Support (Workbook p. 47)

Pupils complete Exercise 3 and 4 on page 47 of
the WB.

Answers
3. a) The cashier asked if the customer

would mind if he/she provided them with
small change.
b) Habiba asked the other person if they
would be coming early tomorrow.
c) Ali asked the prefect if he/she would
be submitting the assignment today.
d) Odion asked Gbolahan if the car was
his father’s/if that was his father’s car.
e) The class asked the teacher whether
they could visit the zoo tomorrow.

Extension

Give pupils a cartoon strip with examples of
questions and have them rewrite these in
reported speech.
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Lesson 5 (Pupil’s Book pp. 151–152;

Workbook p. 47–48)

Lesson aims

 Writing: Write a formal letter of thanks or
appreciation.

Resources

 Chalkboard
 Pupil’s Book
 Workbook
 Notebook

Starting off

1. Start the lesson by revising the key elements
of a formal letters and write these on the
chalkboard.

2. Ask pupils if there would be any difference
in the key elements of formal e-mail. What
would a formal sms include?

Writing (Pupil's Book pp. 151–152)

1. Read the letter on page 151 of the PB to
pupils while they follow in their notebooks.

2. In pairs, pupils then complete Exercise 2 in
the PB and write their answers in their
notebooks.

3. Pupils then complete Exercise 3 as an
individual exercise.

Answers
1. Go through the letter example on page

151 with the class and point out the
features.

3. Pupils’ answers for this question will
vary.

Assessment

You can use Checklist 2: Letters on page 129 of
the Teacher's Guide to assess the pupil's work or
you can use the letter example on page 151 of
the PB as a reference or the checklist.


