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Pearson PTE launches Secure English Language Testing 
in Johannesburg, South Africa  
 
Johannesburg, August, 20th, 2021: In August, Pearson-the world’s learning 
company, announced the launch of its PTE Secure English Language Test 
(SELT) at Language Testing Centre, 59 Linksfield Road, Dowerglen, Gauteng. 
These tests have been approved by the UK Home Office and are used for UK 
Visas & Immigration (UKVI) purposes.  
  
Christopher Bothma, Director at Pearson Africa said: “Taking PTE is a seamless online 
experience. From booking a test up to 24 hours in advance to sitting the exam in 3 hours and 
getting your results back on average within 2 days. Most importantly it is a true reflection of 
one’s language ability and we are excited that people in South Africa can now take PTE to help 
them come to the UK to live, work or study.”  
  
Tests are delivered through the Pearson VUE test center network. Pearson VUE’s network of 
test centers have implemented proactive health and safety measures including, but not limited 
to, readily available hand sanitiser, increased sanitisation in high touch areas, and disinfected 
testing workstations (completed between each test-taker) to support the safety of testing 
candidates and staff.  Face masks are required at all Pearson VUE test centers.  
  
This new location brings Pearson’s worldwide total of UKVI approved locations to over 190. 
 Pearson’s SELT tests are focused on immigration and study requirements and the details are as 
follows:  

• PTE Academic (UKVI) – a four-skills language test accepted for work and study visas. It 
tests Speaking, Writing, Reading and Listening skills.  

• PTE Home – a two-skills language test accepted for family, settlement, citizenship 
applications as well as Sportsperson and Representative of an Overseas Business 
applications. It tests Speaking and Listening skills.  
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PTE Academic is one of the fastest-growing products in Pearson and is a strategic growth 
priority for the company, posting 17% growth in test volumes in 2019, before the pandemic. The 
test is already accepted by the UK, Australian, and New Zealand Governments for all visa 
applications. It is also accepted by 100% of Australian, New Zealand, and Irish universities and 
99% of UK universities.  
  
ENDS.  
  
Note to Editors:  

1. Learning is the most powerful force for change in the world. More than 20,000 Pearson 
employees deliver our products and services in nearly 200 countries, all working towards 
a common purpose – to help everyone achieve their potential through learning. We do 
that by providing high-quality, digital content and learning experiences, as well as 
assessments and qualifications that help people build their skills and grow with the world 
around them. We are the world’s leading learning company. Learn more 
at pearsonplc.com  

2. More information on PTE can be found at https://pearsonpte.com/  
3. PTE Home is a new, computer-based English test that supports individuals, families, and 

communities wishing to live, work or stay in the UK on their journey from arrival to 
settlement. Results are typically available within 48 hours, reducing the stress that can be 
associated with a long wait for results.  

4. Pearson VUE has been a pioneer in the computer-based testing industry for decades, 
delivering more than 16 million certification and licensure exams annually in every 
industry from academia and admissions to IT and healthcare. We are the global leaders 
in developing and delivering high-stakes exams via the world’s most comprehensive 
network of nearly 20,000 test centers as well as online testing in over 180 countries. Our 
leadership in the assessment industry is a result of our collaborative partnerships with a 
broad range of clients, from leading technology firms to government and regulatory 
agencies. For more information, please visit https://home.pearsonvue.com/  

5. Pearson VUE continues to monitor the situation and make decisions about 
test center operations in accordance with government and local authorities. Please check 
this page for frequent updates:  https://home.pearsonvue.com/coronavirus-update  

6. Under the UK Home Office commercial agreements Pearson will deliver a) SELT tests for 
those already in the UK, b) SELT tests for those in the rest of the world.  

7. For more information on the UK Home Office Visa and Immigration process as well as 
the other test providers, click here.  

 

https://plc.pearson.com/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__pearsonpte.com_&d=DwMFaQ&c=0YLnzTkWOdJlub_y7qAx8Q&r=5LZ2Ts3GMekrAl-Ky_2nr5BPtsMrLdObyKaEqRp6TKQ&m=9gL3GAjQMNjoVfi_P-btVT8i6Quu8VhpHTJ274v0S1E&s=92kRZX3tglDNUB2FPsrvi_tvn96sNNXZcLss8uyBY-c&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__home.pearsonvue.com_&d=DwMFaQ&c=0YLnzTkWOdJlub_y7qAx8Q&r=5LZ2Ts3GMekrAl-Ky_2nr5BPtsMrLdObyKaEqRp6TKQ&m=9gL3GAjQMNjoVfi_P-btVT8i6Quu8VhpHTJ274v0S1E&s=uRN2_77ZtzkYF0CFJNWah6hg2u11bo2dj89HycQdIJY&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__home.pearsonvue.com_coronavirus-2Dupdate&d=DwMFaQ&c=0YLnzTkWOdJlub_y7qAx8Q&r=5LZ2Ts3GMekrAl-Ky_2nr5BPtsMrLdObyKaEqRp6TKQ&m=9gL3GAjQMNjoVfi_P-btVT8i6Quu8VhpHTJ274v0S1E&s=0B-wbA502EWYmsVo5ApT5BYGca31gFVrkNxP02nWoNo&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.gov.uk_government_publications_guidance-2Don-2Dapplying-2Dfor-2Duk-2Dvisa-2Dapproved-2Denglish-2Dlanguage-2Dtests&d=DwMFaQ&c=0YLnzTkWOdJlub_y7qAx8Q&r=5LZ2Ts3GMekrAl-Ky_2nr5BPtsMrLdObyKaEqRp6TKQ&m=9gL3GAjQMNjoVfi_P-btVT8i6Quu8VhpHTJ274v0S1E&s=pbnl4IjwQHegZ533lqXhACV9cbbkbOdbaSjXIxt02ZE&e=

