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At Pearson, we believe that learner performance can be improved when both 
teachers and learners are equipped with quality learning resources filled with 
relevant and engaging content.

We are proud to present our Early Childhood Development Grade R catalogue of 
titles from Maskew Miller Longman, Heinemann and Pearson. Explore our range  
of textbooks, teacher’s guides, big books, readers and phonic programmes, 
designed to help your learners make progress through this important foundational 
phase in their learning journey.

To support you in the classroom, we continue our strong tradition of excellence  
in teacher training. These workshops are run across the country by our dedicated 
and passionate team of trainers whom are trained teachers. If you require more 
information about our workshops, please contact your local Pearson representative.

Pearson South Africa
Learn more at za.pearson.com

Welcome
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Our Grades R supplementary resources can be found  
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Key to symbols

Resources with 
audio components.

Features one or more 
digital resources, e.g. 
CD, DVD, Online Support.

This title is also available 
in Afrikaans.

Additional information.

This title is also available 
in Xitsonga.

This title is also available 
in Tshivenda.

This title is also available 
in Tshivenda.

This title is also available 
in Siswati.

This title is also available 
in Sepedi.

This title is also available 
in IsiNdebele.

This title is also available 
in IsiXhosa.

This title is also available 
in IsiXhosa.

This title is also available 
in IsiZulu.
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ABOUT PEARSON
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Grade R  
Literary Resources



• Superior CAPS coverage – written for the Curriculum  
and Assessment Policy Statement by expert authors

• Superior illustrations and activities to improve results  
and motivate learners Superior teacher support to save  
time and make teaching easy

• Superior quality = SUCCESS!

Simply Superior!
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GRADE R LANGUAGE RESOURCES

Platinum Home Language   
Each term is divided into themes covering the required Home Language 
content. The themes have been carefully planned to cover key language 
skills and provide a rich context for learning.

• To support learners, every theme has a Word box to link new 
vocabulary to the theme.

• The books are available in Afrikaans, English, isiXhosa, isiZulu, Sepedi, 
Sesotho, Setswana, Siswati, Tshivenda and Xitsonga.

• To enable Shared Reading and Group Guided Reading, Graded Readers 
and Big Books are available for English, isiXhosa, isiZulu, Sepedi, 
Setswana, Afrikaans (CAPS-approved Readers and Big Books) and 
Sesotho (CAPS-approved Big Books).

Platinum Siswati Home Language Grade R Learner’s Book

Familiar themes teach 
language in context

Also available:
Teacher Guides and posters
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Letterland   
Letterland was created to teach phonics using a story-based approach. 
The story logic engages students leading to long term retention of 
concepts. What’s more, Letterland is wonderfully multi-sensory. It activates 
every learning channel through music, actions, alliteration, movement, 
song, art, games and role-play.

Learners Pack

• Letterland Early Years Workbooks (Level 1–4)
A set of four 16-page workbooks providing learners with many 
opportunities to practise and develop their handwriting.

Letterland Early Years Workbook
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GRADE R LANGUAGE RESOURCES

Teachers Pack

• Early Years Handbook
This 80-page guide is packed with practical teaching suggestions, 
learning activity ideas and discussion topics. It includes over 200 
phonics activities and provides clear guidance on introducing the  
A-Z and vowel characters.

• A-Z Copymasters
These 60 photocopiable worksheets featuring A-Z, long vowels and  
Aa-Zz help children develop pencil control and vocabulary. The bold, 
hollow letters are ready to finger-trace, colour or use for rainbow writing.

• Early Years Handwriting Copymasters

• Big Picture Code Cards – Lower case

• Big Picture Code Cards – Capital

• ABC (Paperback)

• Alphabet Frieze

Letterland Early Year’s Handbook
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Smart-Kids Language Workbooks   
Children love learning with Smart-Kids English and Slimkoppe  
Afrikaans workbooks. These workbooks include:

• Colourful illustrations and stickers.

• Creative handwriting and comprehension activities.

• Fun-loving characters.

• Available in Afrikaans as Slimkoppe.

They are especially written for Grade R learners by experienced  
South African teachers who know exactly what children love to  
read and write about, and where they need extra language practice.

Colour borders identify the type of content,  
for example reading has a green border. 

The specific skill is 
identified in the page 
border so parents 
understand the focus of 
the activity.

Colourful and humorous  
illustrations keep 
children interested  
and engaged.

New ways of 
practising skills.
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GRADE R LANGUAGE RESOURCES

Smart-Kids Write and Wipe Activity Books   
It is an exciting time when preschoolers start recognising letters  
and colours.

The Smart-Kids Write and Wipe Activity Books are:

• Designed to develop key concepts and to make sure children  
learn to write and draw in the correct way to support their  
learning later on.

• Created by practising South African Early Childhood Development 
educators.

• Available in Afrikaans as Slimkoppe.

Red dots and direction arrows indicate 
the direction of writing.

Each book focuses on developing skills  
in one key preschool concept.
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Vuma is a carefully levelled, South African reading instruction programme that will 
inspire a love of reading from an early age. It consists of a comprehensive range of 
books and resources, designed to work together to help learners progress through 
each level and become confident readers. 

The programme will enable teachers to assess, monitor and support reading and 
comprehension progress easily and effectively. The Vuma programme is available 
in Afrikaans, isiXhosa, isiZulu and Sepedi Home Languages, as well as English First 
Additional Language.

Readers and Big Books
The South African characters and settings in Vuma will engage your young 
learners with rich storytelling they can really relate to. Each reader begins with 
a new word table and pre-reading questions to introduce new concepts, and 
ends with closed and open-ended questions about the story to develop and 
assess learners’ understanding and comprehension skills. The storylines and 
language structures increase gradually in complexity from one level to the next.

The Vuma Big Books have the same text and illustrations as the Readers.  
The questions on the outside back cover can be used during Group Guided  
or Shared Reading lessons.

Teacher’s Guide
This Vuma Teacher’s Guide 4-ring lever arch file 
contains a comprehensive introduction to the Vuma 
Reading Instruction Programme. It has space 
for the teacher to add each level’s Lesson Plans, 
Assessments and Photocopiable Word Cards.
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GRADE R LANGUAGE RESOURCES

Workbooks 
The levelled Vuma Workbooks 
give your learners further 
reading practice to ensure 
that they develop essential 
reading skills, good sight 
vocabulary and appropriate 
phonic knowledge.

Context Cards
The Vuma Context Cards are ideal 
for developing sight vocabulary. 
These double-sided cards feature 
the word, a drawing of the concept 
and a sentence.

Alphabet Frieze
The Vuma Alphabet Frieze helps 
learners recognise the sounds that 
correspond with each letter in  
the alphabet.

Posters
A set of 11 full-colour  
Vuma posters 
introduces the 
characters and 
their homes. 
English Children 
can learn about, 
and relate to 
the diverse 
South African 
characters and  
environments  
in a fun way.

Audio stories
Narrated by professional South 
African storytellers, the Vuma 
Audio Stories CDs include all  
the stories within a level.  
This resource has  
been developed  
to help with  
pronunciation  
and  
intonation.
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Stars of Africa   
This is an exciting reading series for learners that will expand their 
knowledge and increase their reading pleasure. 

Course components include Story Books, Information Books,  
a Dictionary Activity Book and Teacher’s Guides. 

Learner material
• Story Books: These books are beautifully illustrated and set in urban 

and rural environments in countries all over Africa to appeal to every 
child.

• Information Books: These books introduce concepts, as well as content 
from all learning areas, and are illustrated in full colour to stimulate 
reading and learning.

• A personal Dictionary Activity Book allows learners to compile their own 
word lists for each letter of the alphabet.

• The Classroom Library offers multiple sets of the readers and copies of 
the Big Book versions of the readers.

Teacher support
• The Teacher’s Guides show teachers how to use the Stars of Africa 

readers to cover all the requirements for English First Additional 
Language. 

• They also provide guidelines on teaching English and assessment 
activities. 

• The guides have been prepared in the form of a file, which enables 
teachers to extract photocopiable learner’s worksheets with ease. 
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GRADE R LANGUAGE RESOURCES

The Story Books and Information Books
Each reader belongs to one of three themes:

• Me and my place: The trials and triumphs of growing up, going to 
school and family life.

• Numbers and wonders – the natural world: Our world, how things 
work, animals and the environment.

• Words and wings: The power of language, rhythm, rhyme, storytelling 
myths and legends.

The readers are graded into four levels to help learners acquire language 
and concepts gradually:

• Starting for Grades R and 1

• Practising for Grades 2 and 3

• Improving for Grades 4 and 5

• Independence for Grades 6 and 7

Readers for all levels
• Letters to Madiba

• What’s love in your language?

Teacher’s resource material
• Reading in the Primary School

• My Dictionary Activity Book
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The Kagiso readers series can be used to support reading skills and as 
a complete literacy learning programme. It enables learners to develop 
literacy skills incrementally and with confidence. Each reader uses the 
vocabulary that was used in the previous book in the series and adds 
a few new words.

Available for English, Sesotho and IsiZulu Home Language and Afrikaans 
First Additional Language (CAPS-approved). 

Kagiso Readers series is also available in other South African languages: 
IsiNdebele, IsiXhosa, Sepedi, Setswana, Siswati, Tshivenda and Xitsonga. 
The series is not CAPS-approved for these languages but they are 
CAPS-aligned.

Kagiso Readers   

Kagiso Readers Grade R and 1, Book 13

Kagiso titles available for Grades R and 1
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GRADE R LANGUAGE RESOURCES

The Spot On Readers have been developed by a team of language 
specialists and teachers. They feature delightful South African stories,  
a variety of interesting characters and beautiful illustrations to get 
learners excited about reading. The readers use sight words, phonics  
and high-frequency words to ensure learners gain reading skills  
quickly and easily.

Starter Readers are available for English Home Language.

Spot On Readers series is also available in other South African  
languages: Afrikaans, isiXhosa, Sepedi and Setswana. This series is  
not CAPS-approved for these Languages but they are CAPS-aligned.

Spot On Readers   

Spot On Readers Grade 1, The boy who wanted to fly

Other Spot on Starter titles available for Grades R
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GRADE R LANGUAGE RESOURCES

The alphabet that 
borders the bottom  
of this section is in 
upper and lower case 
to enable quick and 
easy referencing.

The word list has been 
designed to support  
the words used in the 
Smart-Kids Read! series.

Smart-Kids Picture Dictionary   
The Smart-Kids Picture Dictionary has been designed by education 
specialists to introduce children to key, age-appropriate word sets within 
familiar contexts. The beautiful illustrations and fun educational activities 
will grow a child’s vocabulary and make learning fun. 

Available in Afrikaans as Slimkoppe.

Each page has three icons:

 This icon reminds the child to find Stinky’s bone. Let your child practise using 
prepositions by asking her to explain where the bone can be found.

 This icon reminds the child to see what Honey is doing. This encourages him to 
use verbs.Make sure he uses a full sentence, starting with “Honey is …”

 This icon reminds the child to find the sock in the scene. Again, your child should 
use prepositions to explain where the sock can be found.

The Sock.

The Bone.

Honey.
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GRADE R MATHEMATICS RESOURCES

Smart-Kids Workbooks   
Children love learning with Smart-Kids Mathematics and Slimkoppe 
Wiskunde workbooks. These workbooks include:

• Colourful illustrations and stickers.

• Interesting activities that encourage regular practice.

• Fun-filled scenes and entertaining characters.

• Available in Afrikaans as Slimkoppe.

Written for Grade R learners by experienced South African teachers who 
know exactly what children need to practice and how to motivate them.

Colour borders identify the type of content, for  
example data handling has a yellow border.

Topics children love 
bring maths to life.

Sticker activities are included  
throughout the book.
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Smart-Kids Write and Wipe Activity Books   
It is an exciting time when preschoolers start recognising numbers  
and shapes.

The Smart-Kids Write and Wipe Activity Books are:

• Designed to develop key concepts and to make sure children learn to 
write and draw in the correct way to support their learning later on.

• Created by practising South African Early Childhood Development 
educators.

• Available in Afrikaans as Slimkoppe.

Red dots and direction arrows indicate 
the direction of writing.

Each book focuses on developing skills  
in one key preschool concept.
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Smart-Kids Skills Activity Books   
Written and reviewed by a team of experienced teachers, including 
occupational therapists, speech and language therapists and educational 
psychologists, this valuable resource is perfect for making sure your child 
is ready for primary school. This guide includes:

• Helpful ideas, detailed notes and advice for parents

• Colourful and stimulating activities to test emotional, physical  
and mental school readiness

• Advice about choosing the right school

• Information about diff erent types of schools

• A list of South African organisations that provide help and support 
for parents and children.

• Available in Afrikaans as Slimkoppe.

Smart-Kids Skills Cut and Paste Activity Book
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GRADE R LIFE SKILLS RESOURCES

Smart-Kids ‘I am’ Activity Books   
Smart-Kids I am three, I am four and I am five are written by South African 
experts in Early Childhood Development to help equip preschoolers with 
the skills they need to start school confidently. Children will relate to the 
loveable Smart-Kids characters, Ben, Mika, Sam and Emma as they start 
their learning adventure together.

The Smart-Kids I am three, I am four and I am five books include:

• Activities to develop early numeracy, life skills and literacy.

• Colourful stickers and certificates to help make learning fun.

• Notes and tips for parents.

• Many fun activities, including step-by-step crafts.

• Available in Afrikaans as Slimkoppe.

Smart-Kids I am three Activity Book
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Smart-Kids Am I ready for school?   
Written and reviewed by a team of experienced teachers, including 
occupational therapists, speech and language therapists and educational 
psychologists, this valuable resource is perfect for making sure your child 
is ready for primary school. This guide includes:

• Helpful ideas, detailed notes and advice for parents.

• Colourful and stimulating activities to test emotional, physical 
and mental school readiness.

• Advice about choosing the right school.

• Information about different types of schools.

• A list of South African organisations that provide help and support 
for parents and children.

• Available in Afrikaans as Slimkoppe.

Smart-Kids Am I Ready for School? 
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Pearson South Africa
At Pearson, home of Maskew Miller Longman 
and Heinemann, we’re here to help people make 
progress in their lives through learning. 

We work with teachers and learners to create and 
continually improve our wide range of products 
and services. We create content in all 11 official 
languages for learners from pre-school to Grade 12. 
Whether it’s our trusted CAPS-approved textbooks, 
digital and supplementary resources, or professional 
development courses, we put the learner at the 
heart of everything we do. 

Every day all over South Africa, our products and 
services help learning flourish – because wherever 
learning flourishes, so do people.

Head Office
PO Box 396, Cape Town, 8000

Customer Services
Tel: 021 532 6008

pearsonza.enquiries@pearson.com

Online Teacher Support
www.classroomsolutions.co.za


